FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 6171

C81L12
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Modifying the weight limitation for certain vessels exempt from the pilotage
act.

Sponsors: Senators Haugen, King and Shin.

Senate Committee on Transportation
House Committee on Transportation

Background: Under current law, the Board of Pilotage Commissioners (Board) must
provide for the maintenance of efficient and competent pilotage service on the waters of the
Puget Sound pilotage district and the Grays Harbor pilotage district. To this end, the Board
examines the proficiency of potential pilots, licenses pilots, enforces the use of pilots, sets
pilotage rates, investigates reported accidents involving pilots, keeps records of various
matters affecting pilotage, and performs various other duties as required by law.

All non-exempt vessels navigating the Puget Sound and Grays Harbor pilotage districts must
employ a licensed marine pilot. The Board may grant exemptions from the compulsory
marine pilotage requirements to certain vessels, including yachts not heavier than 500 gross
tons and not longer than 200 feet in overall length. The exemptions must not be detrimental
to the public interest in regard to safe operation preventing loss of human lives, loss of
property, and protecting the marine environment of the state.

Summary: The Board may grant an exemption from the compulsory marine pilotage
requirements to any yacht not heavier than 750 gross tons and not longer than 200 feet in

overall length.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 1
House 95 1

Effective: June 7, 2012

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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